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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by White (3,575.069). 

White discloses the structural elements as claimed. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-10, 12, 16, 18, 19. and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Blank (4,054,067). 

Blank discloses the structural elements as claimed. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-10, 12, 16, 18, 19, 23, and 26-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Huang (US 2003/0131692 A1). 

Huang discloses the structural elements as claimed 

5. Claims 1-5, 7-10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by the prior art of Fig. 1 , as referenced in Shu-Sui et al. (7,082,860). 

The prior art Fig. 1 in Shu-Sui et al. discloses the structural elements as claimed. 

6. Claims 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Garrett (5,152,196). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White, 
as applied to claims 1-5, 7-10, and 14 above, as being obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to select a particular material, or materials, in the construction of the 
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wrench. 

8. Claims 13, 17, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blank or Huang, as applied above, respectively, as being obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art to select a particular material, or materials, in the 
construction of the wrench. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White, 
Blank, or Huang, as applied above, respectively, as being obvious in view of Myers 
(3,823,625) to use an inwardly facing abutment surface instead of an outwardly facing 
one, the mere reversal of parts having been held to involve only routine skill in the art. 
In re Gazda, 219 F.2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 (CCPA 1955). 

10. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White, 
as applied to claims 1-5, 7-10, and 14 above, as being obvious in view of Matsubara et 
al. (5,596,913) to use non-toothed ratchets such as rollers or other types of ratcheting 
mechanisms. 

1 1 . Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blank or 
Huang, as applied above, respectively, as being obvious in view of Matsubara et al. to 
use non-toothed ratchets such as rollers or other types of ratcheting mechanisms. 

12. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White, 
as applied above, as being obvious in view of Roberts et al. (6,182,536) or Chiu (US 
2003/0121371 Al) to provide a quick release mechanism for the drive stud of the 
wrench. 

13. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blank or 
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Huang, as applied above, respectively, as being obvious in view of Roberts et al. or 
Chiu to provide a quick release mechanism for the drive stud of the wrench. 

Response to Aiyuments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1 July 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

15. The examiner respectfully contends that each of the references relied upon 
above, respectively; include a "one-way drive transmitting wheel" and a "drive-stud 
element". To one having ordinary skill in the art, the art of record speaks for itself and 
requires no further explanation from the examiner. 

16. The applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 29 and 30 
under 103 (a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
has been made In view of Garrett as presented above. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record but not relied upon, at this time, is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Knapp at al. ('474), and Fish ('855) disclose a ratchet 
wrench having, inter alia, a head with a one-way drive transmitting wheel for coupling 
with a drive-stud element or fastener, a first face comprising a load-bearing surface 
extending at least partly around the axis and the one-way drive transmitting wheel 
extending farther than the load-bearing surface, and the head having a non-rotating 
centering element engaging the load bearing surface and positioned to resist movement 
of the one-way drive transmitting wheel and shaped to expose a drive recess. Lewis 
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(757) discloses a drive-stud element comprising a drive stud at a first end and a drive 
recess at a second end. The drive-stud element of Lewis Is fully capable of being used 
in combination with the wrenches of Knapp et al. and Fish, or another similar wrench. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Thomas whose telephone number Is (571) 
272-4497. The examiner's e-mail address is: dave.thomas@,uspto.aov . The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8am-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infonnation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



dbt 



/DAVID B. THOMAS/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 



